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Firefighters battled the blaze inside the twin bell towers, 
saving critical wood supports that would've caused the 
towers to collapse if the fire reached them. 
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This plan shows the original narthex and the stairs 
desctending to the crypt. Paired calumns support the drum 
and dome. 
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Lateran Baptistery, Rome, c.315 and 
c.432-40. 


Santa Costanza, Rome, c.337-351. 


S. Lorenzo, Milan, shortly before 378. 


S. Stefano Rotondo. Rome, c.468:blends 
cross w. concentric circles. 


Holy Apostles, Milan, begun 382. 


Qal'at Siman (St. Simeon Stylites), 
northern Syria, c.480-90. 


Cathedral at Bosra, Syria, 512. 
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Rome builds for a new faith 


From as SARL Y 2 the méddle of che rat cenvary Christinnity 
was y, Der cs in Italy. Even before 313, when the 
Emperor Constantine grantcd the new fuith equal stafte 
with ocher rebigions, there were at leastforty smallchuréhes 
in Rome. These earty churches were of both the bosilican 
and the centralizcd type. The prototype of the basiliqan 
church was probably ee basilica, or great Mall 
found in the rmansions of the Roman ge Ar 
cerestory, 07 upper slorer perce wir ñ 
common feature of such halls, was adopred in charches ot 
thés kil, Hasilican churches werc 1e more popular, but 
centralized churches were also builr, alchomgh, at first, mat 
as places of congregational worshäp, but to mark soene 
spocially sacred spot or 10 house à tomb or baptistry. 
Rome preserves more than a doxen early <hurches, 
dating Érom the 71h century or before, Despite altérations 
and restorations, many fetuin their Early Christian 
character. The leust spoiled re the smaller, mon remote 
churches, erected near or outside the walls of tie amcient 
city, often over tbe tombé, of aposties ot early martyrs 
The bañilicun ehurch of -Sant'Agnése fort lé Mura, 
althomgh not the cacliest, ion of the best presétved Its 
design shares enwch, où à dimaller scale, wich chat of Old ! 
Se Peters, Rome, whéch was pulled down vo make way for cireular : 
the present cathedral, Columns for chese old carches Sont a Al me eg he i 
were almost bavariably appropriated from ancient husld- 1 oave ls enetreled y Tonic courent 3 
ings. The churches were cétenius at Sant'Agnese, enriched sud Be by 22 chercutiey mandous An 
wish mosaics. The vwo surviving centralized.churches in  ambulates surrnients this 
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Circular or octagonal shaped baptisteries 


built with central area 5-S.STEFANO ROTONDO: ROME 


encircling a bath some time with an : 
ambulatory or double, on out side c.468;blends cross w. concentric 


roofs were pitched and tile covered, has circles. 
flat ceiling inside, double row 


of ancient columns support dome over 
the central space, and barrel 


vaults over surrounding ambulatory. ii 


6-S.LORENZO: MILAN 


Basilica Square in plane, opened by exedra 
urrounding by two story 

Ambulatory, tower over the four corner of 
he outer square suggesting 
Groined vaults may originally have roofed 
he central square, and in 

Front of original Narthex was an Atrium. 
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Central square expanded by 
exedra, surrounding by 
ambulatory, the 


Beginning of centralized basilica, 
three projection Apse, no gallery, 

Beginning of roofing square 
space with a dome and the 
pendentives 

Use in it, it include more than 
one chamber, and the dome lean 
upon 

Four lower supports (piers) 
connected by half circular carrying 
the 


base dome. 
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Completely surrounded by 

ambulatory with  annular 
barrel vault, dome  Carried 
by arched colonnade of 
coupled columns with 
separate Corinthian 
capitals linked by deep 
common impose bloke. 
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Centralized plane, eight massive 
piers with arch over them enclosed. 
The central octagonal and support 
the dome and drum by means eight 
Pendentives, seven of eight arched | 

bays of central octagonal have Pier ( | | joerd'eatsée) À | 


T1 


columns arranged in semicircular s t ! 
with further pairs columns Above + 
them, outer wall of the ambulatory Cr 
is se: Pre rising the Dome on VEN EE ) 

drum that is could be given high, = S rom ft 
Aisles surrounded the inner , Rp FER 
Octagons open into chancel and a # d 
Apse beyond it, the entrance | "@ ] 
through Bay opposite the chancel is 
approached from Narthex, light from 
Circular arched window in the drum, 
nave octagonal shape, cross Vault, 
Corinthian columns. 
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pendentives which were 
inverse triangle head on 
huge pillars. 
* The dome: In the Roman 
period the roofing was 


achieved by using the 
dome, ex. The Pantheon 
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*- __ Octagonal dome: Qala'at 
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revena (hexagonal 
dome). 
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